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feast. After all these and other ceremonies also were per-
formed it was announced that the feast was closed and as
each went out he went once round the fire; the whole occu-
pying an hour and a half or two hours.

These feasts are attended with great formality and seri-
ousness and are considered as religious worship offered to
the Great Spirit, still they exert no moral influence what-
ever that I could observe, either to restrain from doing
wrong, or as leading to that which is right in the sight of
God.

One Indian who attended this feast was remarkably
scrupulous in observing every ceremony and in requiring
others also to do the same, and exceedingly troubled because
my interpreter carried in a little salt for his own use. He
told him that he was a very bad man because he did it,
worse than white man, &c. This Indian only the day
before I saw intoxicated, but now he enters and partakes
of the sacred feast as welcome a guest as any other. How-
ever base their conduct or vile their character may be it
does not disqualify for the enjoyment of their most sacred
privileges. So soon as an Indian rises to the rank of a
brave and this he does whenever he has killed or wounded
an enemy in battle, he then can belong to the Me-shaum
and partake of the sacred feasts.

The religion of the Me-shaum is therefore peculiarly
adapted to their habits and manner of life. It lays no
restraint upon their unbridled appetites and passions, nor
requires any of those things which the law of God does in
order to be a good Indian. Skepticism or entire disbelief
in the Me-shaum does not disqualify for the enjoyment of
its most sacred privileges, nor is unbelief threatened with
any penalty. He may be a drunkard, a debauchee or a
glutton and still perform all of its requisitions and at last
go to Che-pah-munk or the happy land. In their prayers
there is no confession of sin nor do they suppose that sor-
row for it is necessary in order to obtain the favor of the
Great Spirit. Indeed I could not find that they had any
words in their language for sin and especially repentance



